which have shown autosomal dominant inheritance.
There are many forms of dwarfism associated with spinal as well as epiphyseal and metaphyseal changes seen in radiographs. However, the most striking feature in this family was the enormous enlargement of the metaphyseal region of the long bones in infancy, which is one of the predominant radiological features of Kniest disease, first described by Kniest Some metaphyseal flaring persists around the knee and in the lower tibia, where there is also poor epiphyseal development.
The predominant clinical and radiological findings were short limbed dwarfism, characteristic facies, deafness, cleft palate, camptodactyly, and striking radiographical changes both in the spine and long bones. Gross enlargement of the metaphyses, as seen here, in the early months of life is a feature of hereditary arthro-ophthalmopathy (Stickler syndrome), as is the deafness, 'dish-like' facies, and mild platyspondyly.7 However, the Stickler syndrome is predominantly an epiphyseal disorder accompanied by a high degree of myopia, retinal detachment, and blindness, none of which was present here.
Metatropic dysplasia has similar dwarfism and radiographical changes in the long bones, but here the platyspondyly is more severe with 'paper thin' vertebrae.8 Kniest disease is the more likely diagnosis, with its characteristic facies and mild platyspondyly. However, Kniest disease is usually described as being of autosomal dominant inheritance, although in fact very few cases are known and there could well be a dominant type.
The lateral spine radiograph of the older child has characteristics of classical achondroplasia, with its short pedicles, posterior scalloping, and wedged vertebrae at the thoracolumbar junction, but other clinical and radiographical features do not suggest this disorder.
It is not possible to make a firm diagnosis with certainty here, but if the disorder is not Kniest disease with autosomal recessive inheritance, then it is likely to be a 'new' spondyloepimetaphyseal dysplasia. 
